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SOCIETY OF THE-

SICILLY MAFIA
t

Curious Workings of the flur
1 derous Gangs

ORIGINALLY ALL EIGHT
l i

BUT THAT mS FIVE HT7XDRED
YEARS AGO

IIi a Growth in Louisiana Shows How
Easily a Weeil of Foreign Origin
Can Take Root in This Fertile

t Soil and How Noxious a Plant it
ft May Become
r

Some 500 years ago in fthe dark days-
of the Middle Ages a society by some
called Lrj Mafia was organized by the
reputable people of the Island of
Sicily It was a crude form of the
vigilance committees which main-
tained

¬

order in the early mining dvS
of the west When civilization was m
its infancy La Mafia vigorously en-
forced

¬

the common laws of humanity
WIh civilization perfected to its
present endofthecentury degree La
Mafia is a wonderful organization for
vile assassination

Te country districts about New Or-
leans

¬

have just been treated to some
typical samples of the Mafias work
Twelve men women and children
were mysteriously yet boldly shot
down The murderers have not been
caught and probably never will be
The Mafia takes good care of its own

New Orleans has long suffered from
the yoke of the Mafia But since
March 14 1891 when its citizens broke
down the gaites of the Parish prison
and shot to death a dozen vile
wretches the scum of Calabria and
Sicily the llama has not attempted tocarryon its trade except among its
own people lit has left the American
citizen severely alone The Mafia
when its members riddled with bul
Sets David C Hennessy superinten-
dent

¬

of New Orleans police on Octo¬

ber 15 1890 saw that its work against-
an American would the a failure The
murder was too costly A dozen lives
for one was more than the ranks of
the Mafia could stand

In view of titie oiperations of tithe
Mafia in Louisiana it becomes inter¬
esting to study the society on its na-
tive soil in Sicily A comparison
shows that Louisiana is almost as
anuch a sufferer as Southern Italy
Due reason is this Of late years a
large perccn ge of the criminals dis-
charged

¬

froiV the prisons of SouthernItaly have emigrated to the southern
states fully 90 jxer cent of them set ¬

tling in Louisiana Tihe climate there
suits them and the great Italian
population of the place makes them
feel at home The Italian authorities
do nothing stem this current of

I scum to the shores of America In
fact Italy is glad to get rid of its

I criminals and aid them to come here
They are posted about the questions
which will be put zip them by theimmigration authorities here andeasily conceal the information whichwiild prohibit their landing Louisi

I ana has members of the Mafia and ofthe Camorra a kindred society whichoriginated in Naples The Camorral 3r not as deadly as the Mafia itsIt members being given more to plunder
than murder

I Death Its Only Penalty
In Sicily the Mafia today knows no

I degree of punishment for offensesagainst its members Death is theI

I only penalty A man who has injured-
one of the Mafiosi had his head cut-
off one who overheard secrets of the
society had his ears cut off one who
had seen too much had ithe skin of
his forehead flayed and turned down
over his eyes They were all killed
first The mutilations were done after
death merely as intimations to
friends of the victims of the effenses
which had been committed

The police of New Orleans and
New York which have had extensive
dealings with the Mafia have wonder
ed at the extraordinary reticence xf
the friends and even of the family of
a victim Although they know the
murderers the police are never given
the information The family of the
victim do everything in their power
to defeat the law in its hunt for the
murderer

Tihere are many reasons for this
Since the annexation of Sicily by
Italy a revolt against the law and
government has been part of the

f

A SICILIAN TYPE

Sicilian nature Law and its en ¬

forcers are dreaded things to the ig¬

norant Sicilian mind No faith is
placed in them Some phases of Italian
law particularly the cruelties and
tortures of the Italian prisons of
years ago gave a solid foundation for
this belief

The Mafias Morality
Another thing which defeats the

work of ithe police is the accepted
morality of the Mafia which is cov ¬

ered by the word omerati A liberal
translation of omerati is The first
duty of a man is fhat of doing justice
with his own hands for all injuries re ¬

ceived and stamps with infamy end
holds up to public execration and
vengeance whoever has recourse to
the law

On this account even the honest
people consider it a good work to hide
an assassin from justice and refuse
evidence against him Those who had
the temerity to aid tihe police in the
slightest way would bring down the
speedy vengeance of the society upon
their heads

An Italian writer skilled in the lore
of the Mafia describes it as a union-
of persons of every class of every
profession of every description who
without having any regular and con ¬

tinuous tie are always agreed in pro ¬

moting their mutual interests without-
any consideration of law justice or
public order It is the medieval senti ¬

ment of one who considers himself
able ItO provide for the protection and
safety of ihimself end his interests by
his own powers and personal influ-
ence

¬

without regard to the authorities-
or the laws

Every section of Sicily has its band-
of Mafiosi Certain crimes are adopt-
ed

¬
by each band and the work is re-

stricted
¬

to its own district Members-
are regulated by statutes and abso ¬

lute obedience to their chiefs They
recognize eaoh other by forms of
speech and a peculiar slang-

Its Work in the Cities-
In tire cities the Mafia is so con-

ducted
¬

that its members can live well
without working It has developed
blackmailing almost to the degree of
an art It draws a profit from every
trade in which a Sicilian is interested

Alt an auction sale even the intending
purchaser is informed by a significant
looking man that some one else wants
the property but if he will pay a cer¬

tain price in the Interest of the
poor he can have it He must buy
off the Mafia In elections the candi-
date of the Mafia is quite sure to win
His supporters advise people not to
vote against him Public work con-
tracts

¬

are watched and the con-
tractor

¬

pays the Mafia for not inter ¬

fering The law is so ineffective
against the operations of the society
that the people dare not trust them ¬

selves to its protection but suffer in
silence no matter how heavy the
burden may be that is thrust upon
them

Should a Mafia member commit a
murder and be arrested it is the duty-
of the society to prove an alibi bribe
the jury or overawe it into finding a
favorable verdict A witness who
testifies against the criminal suffers
the loss of his cattle which are killed
or his house is burned If he be a
tradesman he ds boycotted and if this
is deemed insufficient he is assassi ¬

nated The terror and power of the
Mafia is thus upheld

The Mantitengoli
In the cities a large percentage of

the member constitute ithe Menu
tengoli These hide and feed the
criminal and see him safely through-
if he be caught They examine thejury list and decide who must be
called or rejected The jurors selected-
are significantly informed that the
prisoner is innocent Witnesses are
told that if they testify against the
prisoner they will have to answer to
the Mafia Few men are bOld enough
to express an honest opinion in the
face of these threats There are
cases on record where honest jurors
and witnesses have been shot down in
the streets in broad daylight a few
hours after the closerof ibhe itrial The
vengeance of the Mafia is swift-

In the country districts the mel
andrine is the chief director of the
Mafia He is apparently a prosper-
ous

¬

tradesman or merchant irj the
small town He never takes part in
the actual crimes but watches for
the opportunity and gives necessary
information He receives the booty
and sells it Italian ilanv regards him
as ithe worst criminal in the society

The Society of Long Ago
Hundreds of years ago the Mafia

was composed largely of the wealthy
people During its stow transition
from a humane to an inhuman so ¬

ciety the bulk of these men deserted-
its ranks giving the lower classes a
stronger hold upon its affairs Then-
it became a society of brigands
Wealthy people were kidnapped and if
the ransom asked for was not paid
the victim was killed

Many wealthy people saw the desira-
bility

¬

of continuing in the Mafia
particularly those of evil inclinations
It afforded protection to their estates
and cattle and gave them ttilic means-
of wreaking vengeance upon personal
enemies The high Mafia Borders and
the Jow Mafia executes The poor
join because of envy and want The
honest peasant is insulted half fed
and given the poorest work by the
head man of an estate who usually
belongs to the order But if this
peasant commits a small crime he is
suddenly respected and feared No
one insults him the is given good
work and finds himself elevated
financially and socially No one dares
illtreat him for he has the vast
power of the Mafia at his back

Its Worst EVil
One of the worst evils of the Mafia

system is the opportunity it offers for
private murder A man who wishes to
put an enemy out of ithe way appeals
to the local chief and upon payment of
a sum varying from 50 to 500 francs
the matter is taken in hand

The common method of procedure-
in a case of this kind ii5 this The
chief tries the victim who of course-
is absent and is found guilty of the
offense Lots are drawn for the exe¬

cutioner or the matter is placed in
the hands of a novice to try this

courage and obedience He is at¬

tended by a score or more of the
band When the victim comes along-
a shotgun is passed into his hands He
kills the than passes the gun back
to the man who gave it and in turn
it is swiftly passed into a dozen other
hands finally fading away as if by
endhantment TIne muredrer has by
this time disappeared through the by
streets butt soon reappears running
towards the scene of the murder like
the other spectators-

The Mafias Weapon
The weapon invariably used in these

assassinations is a shotgun the bar ¬

rels of which have been sawed off

IA MAFIAS FAVORITE WEAPON

within six inches of the hammers-
The stock has also been sawed off so
that the weapon can be as easily con-
cealed

¬

as a large pistol This style-
of firearm is used because the as ¬

sassin always shoots at short range
Such a weapon was found by the
police of Brooklyn on the scene of an
Italian shooting on May 15 1893

OneItalian writer who took a com-
paratively

¬

mild view of the secret
societies of Southern Italy speaks of
La Mafia as La Frantellauza He
says La Frantellauza neither wishes-
to rob for greed nor rise against
property nor attack the form of gov-
ernment

¬

To bathe in the blood of an
enemy or insulter with avidity sav ¬

agely undisturbedthis was its ideal
Its maxim was sweet is wine but
sweeter still the blood of Christians

Of the Mafia the great Alongi sounds-
an alarm when he says this Once
the first nucleus of the brotherhood is
constituted it spreads rapidly re-
cruiting

¬

adherents among the crimi ¬

nals and evil livers of every kind
This force of expansion given the
authropologieal and historical cir ¬

cumstances of Sicily ds frightful-
GRANTLAND GRIEVE

LEARNING TO SWIM AT 78

An Old Philadelphia Gentleman
Proves to lie n Tcry Apt Pupil
Science and proper exercise are con¬

ducive to extreme longevity and
healthfulness said Superintendent-
Payne of the Natatorium While I
am a very young man myself I can
rememfber not many years ago when a
man was considered verv od at the
age of 60 years Thanks to science
and a proper regard for heauhy exer-
cise a man is not considered in his
prime now until he has reached the
age of 70 or 75 years

Take our swimming class for ex-
ample Come in here any afternoon-
and I can show you something that
will bolster up my assertion We have
one pupil in the afternoon class who-
is over 78 years oil He started to
take swimming lessons about two
weeks ago and picked it up as quickly-
as a youngster of 10 There is not one-
Of our pupils who enjoys himself as
much as the old gentleman who is as
hearty and healthyjtes youth of 35
This gentlemen tpl Tmr that he was
inclined to be sickly about four years
ago until he took up a proper exercise-
and now he bids fair to live to be
over 100

But if this old gentleman lives to
reach the century mark how long will
some of the youngsters live who come
here We have a sturdy lot of giants
who tumble about in the big tank
every day who range in age from 4 to-
G years They can all swim like fish
Philadelphia Record

THE MOUND BUILDERSR-

ELICS INT AN OLD GRAVE IN-

PEANSIZVANIA

Ilie Snake Dunce of These Ancient
People rHeplinEfts nt One Time
Imligreni to This Country
Speculations Concerning ° Pre ¬

historic Race

BY DR HARVEY B BASHORE
Every school boy has heard of the

Mound Builders and has perhaps fceen
some of their many mounds which are
scattered all over the country-

He imagines them a mysterious race
who lived long ago in this land and
then disappeared leaving no record to
tell who they were whence they came-
or whither they went But they did
leave a record in the wonderful earth ¬

works they made not only embank ¬

ments miles long inclosIng circles and
squares of a hundred acres but there
are burial mounds almost without
number

They made too many effigy mounds-
in the shape of beasts and birds the
best example of these Is the great ser ¬

pent mound of Ohio which is about the
queerest relic of its kind in the whole
world It represents a huge snake six
feet thick and over a thousand feet
long lying on a bluff which faces a
small creek The outlines of the snake
are very plainly seen between the
open jaws is an oval embankment one
hundred and fifty feet long and in the
centre of the oval are the remains of
an ancient fireplace The careful de¬

tails of the work show that it was
made for an object But what could
that object be

Perhaps you may have heard of the
snake dance which is about the
strangest thing ever seen is part of
the religious ceremony which this peo-
ple

¬

still cling to and it is very likely
that the snake mound had a part to
play in the religion Qf those who mad-
eit

Probably the people came here from
time to time from all the country
round and worshiped their gods per-
haps

¬

when some of their great men
died they were buried here in the
sacred grove a sort of Westminster
Abbey for the old chiefs So much we
now know about this singular rite

Of course you would like to know
how old the mound is If you cut into
any virgin soil which has never been
disturbed you will find above the clay-
or rock bed a dark layer of soil
formed from the decomposing vegeta ¬

tIonhumus they call it Now geolo ¬

gists suppose about three inches of
this to be formed in a century and
over the old serpent mound in some
places this humus is two feet thick-
so at this rate it wouldhave been just
about eight centuries ago that those
weary plodding people carried their
baskets of earth to build the shrine
just about the time when Peter the
Hermit was leading his children band-
to the death of the First Crusade and
William of Normandy was fighting the
great battle of Hastings

Another of these effigies is the Ele ¬

phant mound of Wisconsin so called
because it bears the form of that ani ¬

mal But is this not strange What
did people who lived in North America
know about elephants To be sure
geologists have told us that such ani¬

mals once roamed over our land but
we used to think that the last one died
before the first man came

There is no doubt in any ones mind
that the men who built the Elephant
mound either saw or had descriptions
df such an animal and we are begin
ing to believe that these huge animals
lived here much later than was for ¬
merly supposed-

Not long since in Missouri while
taking put the bones of one of these
monster animals a scientist who was

standing by jumped into the excava ¬

tion and picked out a flint arrow point
This small piece of stone told him as
plainly as printed pages that men did I

live with the old elephants So by
looking into several of these mounds
we have learned a little about the
builders when they lived and how Ithey worshiped But we want ato know
more of their home life-

I have a map of the United States
which shows each mound or series by-
a red dot and the red dots are so
numerous that they almost cover the
map If you will keep in mind that
each dot represents not one burial but
many perhaps a hundred or more you
can easily see that the mound builders
have left a great cemetery and it is
by exploring these graves that we
have learned something about their
customs

Not many boys ever get a chance to
see the opening of an old grave so I
will tell you of one I opened in Penn ¬

sylvania This mound by the way
is the subject of a very singular story
It is called the Grasshopper mound
and the story is that the children of
two Indian tribes who lived here very
long ago got to quarrelling about a
grasshopper their mothers took up
the quarrel and then their fathers
before long a fearful battle was going
on and the survivors buried all thedead in one mound-

I hardly need tell you that we foundbones and plenty of them There may
have been eighty or a hundred buriedin this small mound In the centrethere was a stone grave made ofrough slabs of stones This grave Meldone body perhaps ho had been agreat chief in his day for he seemedto have much care taken of his burialThe bones were similar to those of In ¬
dians we found a few small pieces ofpoetry and a polished stone celt butas we did not find the grasshopper we
could not tell whether the mound hadany connection with the legend mostlikely it did not-

I have asked you to witness theopening of this mound for although itis popularly known as an Indian
mound it is in no wise dffferent fromthe so called Mound Builders graves
Many very many of these mOldshave been explored by scientists andthey are all about the same They-
all contain one or more bodies and
sometimes stone graves some relicsare found but they do not differ ittheleast from those which youpick up onany old Indian village site pieces ofpottery arrow points stone hatchets-
and now and then a piece of copper-

Of course some mounds are much
older than others but not even in the
oldest has anything been found to
make us suppose that the builders were
very different from the Indian

The great earthen circles and squares
were probably made by the same peh
ple who are buried in the neighboring
mounds What was their purpose is
yet a doubt Most probably they were
used as means of defense by en ¬

closing villages or perhaps they sur¬
rounded cultivated fields f

Some of the mounds too were ap ¬

parently used for the dwelling of the
chief or ruler of the village A certain-
old Spaniard with an unpronouncea-
ble

¬

name who accompanied De Soto
in his wild march tells how they were
entertained by a chief who had a
dwelling on the top of one of these
mounds moreover too the Indians
told Mm that it was their custom to
build mounds for such purposes-

We must not always think of the
Indians as living in tents of skins and
being only hunters of wild beasts
more often they lived in wooden huts
and cultivated the soil

In brief scientists do not now be¬

lieve that the mound builders were a
separate race but conclude that they
were the same as the Indiansthe an¬

cestors of the present race They had
the same kind of weapons the same
tools and the same ornaments they
built mounds for religious rites for
burial and for other unknown pur¬

poses but with changing customs

ft
mound building became less frequent-
and about 200 years ago it passed
away as a forgotten art a

Whence came this race perhaps we to

can never know but we do know that
they lived in this land for almost a
thousand years so long that they
have forgotten many of the rites of
their ancestors and we know that
they above all have the right to say
we are Americans

ORCHIDS J> TILE TROPICS

The Study of Tills Beautiful Plant
Always Interests iVnturnllsts

To the naturalist in the tropics a j

collection of orchids is anever endIng
source of interest He cannot help
feeling that they have faculties not
generally credited to members of the i

vegetable kingdom He sees them re-
joicing in congenial positions and
shrinking before a strong wind or the l I

burning rays of a tropical sun When
the block to which they adhere be ¬
comes decayed they show their dis¬
taste in an unmistakable manner by
throwing out new aerial roots which
feel their way to some etteranchor-
age

If a drought comes and no water is
given the leaves fall and they lie dor¬

mant for months to awake and put
forth their wonderful flowers when
the rain falls When they can no
longer exist under the most trying cir¬

cumstances they die very slowly of¬

ten lingering on for years without tho
sign of a flower Even when the bud-
is in an advanced stage a change of
place will often cause it to wither be¬
fore openingLongmans Magazine

FOURYEAROLD IX KIILARM3Y
The precocity of Young America is

nothing compared to Young Ireland-
He was about as high as the seat of a
chair as broad as he was long and 7was simply stuffed into his first pair
of breeches He had high heels on >>
a stiff pair of boots and made consid-
erable

¬

noise as he strutted up and
down the railroad station in Killarney-
one fine day lately He was just 4
years old and was puffing away vigor ¬
ously at a cigarette a package of
which he had secured by putting his
last big penny in the slot

All at once his light went out and
cap in hand he stalks to a man
among the waiting passengers with
a Please sur gi me a match He
refused but others did not and he got
all the matches he wanted to keep
tha igarette going till It was burned
drsr to his baby lips A lady who was
watching the performance was horri ¬

fied and When the youngster came
near said

Who taught you to smoke
Off came the bit of a cap The

sogers maam up to the barracks
Where is your mother was

asked r

Shes gone away to Limerick and I f
stole out

Well dont you know that good lit-
tle

¬

boys never smoke and besides that-
is going to make you awfully sick in
a minute said the lady mixing up
morals and hygiene of the situation-
as she noticed something of a change
coming over the chubby face of the
youngster-

But the expression turned into the
very broadest of grins as this blase
young man of four tender years
turned on his heel and in the mast
patronizing tones said

Well thats very good speak or
you And the lady did not seem in-

clined
¬

to continue the conversation
eitherFrom a foreign letter in
Washington Star

Sisters if your little ones should
stick a nail in their feet see that thoY
wound bleeds freelybathe with turpen
tine and make a good smoke using
woolen rags and holding the wound
over it until the pain ceases Several-
of 1our children have been relieved by
this remedy when suffering intense frpain
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Odd Fellows Excursions always immense pate in the Third Grand Annual Territorial Excur¬m suc-

cesses
PECIALltraIns will1 be run from Ogden Park City

All haVe a surfeit enjoyment and return home lion the proceeds of which will be devoted to charity J a
with pleasant feelings and contented minds Every dollar made will be usedto build up a Utah institu¬ Bingham Provo PaysonEurelca Sandy Nephi

E There will be Boat RacingSwimming Matches Foot tion and intermediate points

= Racing and many original sports> The weather fine the water is warm and the sandy

E Highland Fling dancing in costume forapprize>
Beach at Garfield was nevertetter You can give your Attend this excursion andgive your mite to assist in E5-

c

a Grand Ball in the evening x children an outing andthey can play on the beach in per-

fect

¬ building a Utah institution i

safety and enjoy themselves besides taking part in-

< the many sports that will be provided
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